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THE HISTORY OF PLANT GENETICS STUDIES IN PLANT BREEDING AND GENETICS  
INSTITUTE  FOR 100 YEARS 
Aims. New generation of scientists is almost not acquainted with the “lysenkoism” period in the home bio-
logical science. Here is the attempt to represent some data with the example of PBGI. Methods. Analysis of 
literature and personal experience. Results. 30-years period of classical genetics at PBGI was replaced for 
“lysenkoism” denying the chromosomal theory of heredity. Imputation of that to Lysenko personally would 
be not justice: the party and state machinery had to be mainly responsible. The studies during that period 
were directed on “heredity upbringing” by unusual environment and vegetative hybridization. Classical ge-
netics revival started only since late 60-th. Various scientific schools were formed gradually at the institute. 
The main present-day studies include rate of development genetics, grain quality genetics, genetics of resis-
tance to stresses, in vitro culture, molecular biology etc. Conclusion. At least 3 periods of genetic studies 
evolution are characteristic for PBGI. 
Key words: Sapegin’s period, “lysenkoism”, genetics revival, modern state. 
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"THE ROOTS OF SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE IS LOST IN THE ENDLESS VISTAS OF 
CENTURIES ..." V.I. VERNADSKY DEDICATED 
Aims. The purpose of present brief review to show the importance of joint use of archaeological and genetic 
research techniques to identify the centers of domestication and the time it was made. In his works on the 
history of science, V.I. Vernadsky wrote: "The roots of our scientific thought ... go much deeper into the 
distance and ages, than they think ... Clear idea of the amount of empirical knowledge ... in these far away 
times we, unfortunately, can not have now. One can not, however, be ignored, the history of knowledge 
begins … to reveal so big amount of empirical knowledge … that did not believe the science of XIX 
century". The same can be said of the latest achievements in identifying empirical knowledge of breeders of 
the Stone Age, which was hard to believe in the last millennium. Conclusions. Need to update this section in 
textbooks and lectures on the history of biology clearly illustrated by the remarkable discoveries of the last 
decade of the domestication of cats, dogs, horses.  
Key words: domestication, cat, dog, horse. 
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